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commented upon by the noble shepherds of mechanical
ks.

Words !   Words ! " I said ironically,
'he  guests  made  gestures   of  impatience.   The   Queen
nped her dainty foot angrily,
asanova closed one eye haughtily.

The formula,  Monsieur,"  I pursued, ''has a corollary
ch says * he who cannot, boasteth, and the magic lieth in
performance not in the twaddle/ "
Miat did all this nonsense mean ?   Several ladies hid their

3S,

"he Queen cast a furious glance at me, turned upon her tall

1 and walked away like an indignant peacock.   The rest

iced after her.

)isgusted, I threw my crook against a tree, and left.

)utside  the  gate,   a  shepherd   led   a   flock  of  muddy

mals.

' Berger," I asked, " are these your own beasts ? "

' Oui, Monsieur."

' Sell them to me," I said, offering him a louis d'or.

The shepherd's mouth opened so wide I thought he would

allow me.

' Is it a bargain ? "

The shepherd could not answer.   He nodded so often I

night his head would drop to the ground.

He snatched the coin out of my hand, bit it, weighed it in his

1m and, fearing that I would change my mind, ran off at

:> speed,

[ opened the gate of the garden of Joseph Balsamo, Comte de

gliostro, Grand Kafta, Prophet Elijah, contemporary of

sus, and  drove in the goats.    I hid  behind a tree and

tched.

The animals, frantic at the sight of their mechanical brethren,

i in all directions, unable to conceal the signs of their

lotion.